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Next Event! 
 

 
Event:      Volleyball and Picnic  

 
Date:        Saturday, May 13th   

 
Time:        3:00 pm     

 
Location:  Washington Park 
                 Denver, Colorado 

 

 

Summer is coming! 
  

 

 
 

Check out our summer 
Calendar of events! 

PrideFest 2012: 
 
Saturday, June 16

th
 & Sunday, June 17th 

 
Asians & Friends has applied to be a 
non-profit vendor partner which allows 
us to raise funds at PrideFest.  
 
Tentative: We are looking for volunteers 
to serve bottled water at our vendor 
booth both Saturday and especially 
Sunday.  
 
Please email afdenver.net@gmail.com 
or contact Mark Gerardy at 303-646-2442 
to help volunteer. SEE DETAILS page 3. 
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Upcoming Events: 

 
 

Organizers: 
Mark Okamoto: 808-389-8668 
Fareed Omar: 303-378-1212 
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Event:       PrideFest Fundraiser (Tentative – approval pending) 

Host:         Your Asians & Friends fellow officers 

Date:         Saturday, June 16th & Sunday, June 17th  
 
FESTIVAL DAYS AND HOURS: 
Saturday, June 16: 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.       
Sunday, June 17: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Location:   Denver Civic Center Park, specific details with be forthcoming 
 
Tentative: We have submitted an application to staff a Water Vendor booth at PrideFest 
serving bottled water to PrideFest attendees. We will be looking for volunteers. Those 
volunteering just need to give us a general idea as far as when you might be available to 
help with PrideFest fundraiser.  

 
 

 

  



 

 

Asians & Friends 

Denver 

eNewsletter 
http://www.afdenver.net 

May 2012 
Upcoming Events: 

 

 

  



 
NOTE: This list is tentative and not all-inclusive. Additional events will be added upon 
request of members to supplement our current calendar of events.  
 
Many of these events are tentative, unconfirmed or are still in the planning stages. This is 
to provide a basic idea and more details will be forthcoming. 
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Chinese Parents of Gay Kids Demand 
Anti-Discrimination Laws 

by Steve Williams 

March 13, 2012 

6:00 pm 

  
 
 
Read more: http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-
discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLDAdEu 
 

Ten parents of gay children in China have sent a letter to the government calling for a gay-

inclusive anti-discrimination law. 

Dated March 8, the letter is addressed to the National People’s Congress (NPC) and the People’s 

Politcal Consultative Conference (PPCC). 

The letter opens by saying the group estimates there are about 60 million gay people in China, 

this based on the 3 to 5% of the population being gay, and further assumes there are 120 million 

parents having gay children. 

 

  

http://www.care2.com/causes/author/stevebwilliams
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLDAdEu
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLDAdEu
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_473d53360102e9wj.html?tj=1
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The letter details their pressing concern that there have been reports of a number of suicides 

based on the “tremendous psychological damage” gay kids face due to discrimination in schools 

and employment in the country, commenting that this leaves “home[s] broken and hope lost.” 

The letter goes on to ask that lawmakers move to enact an anti-discrimination law to remedy this 

serious issue. 

They propose legislation that would prohibit discrimination “in [school] enrollment and 

employment” based on “race, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, height, region, age, weight” 

and other personal characteristics. 

The letter ends by highlighting that this kind of a law would be of benefit to all people. 

Recent estimates suggest that 10 million Chinese women are married to gay men, and that about 

80 to 90 percent of homosexual Chinese men plan to marry or have married women, according to 

a survey of 1,500 self-identifying gay men. The reasons for this are diverse and while cultural 

expectations on continuing the family legacy are cited as one main reason, another is the failure 

of the government to protect LGBT citizens. 

The Chinese Government’s opinion on homosexuality has always been one of declared 

neutrality, however it has actively closed down attempts at gay pride events. 

In somewhat related news, PFLAG China reportedly set up a hotline for parents of gay children 

last month in order to give them advice and support on how to best cope with having a gay-

identifying child. 

 

Read more: http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-

discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLYRuGS 

 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.medicaldaily.com/news/20120309/9268/marriage-gay-china-divorce-relationships-research.htm
http://www.medicaldaily.com/news/20120309/9268/marriage-gay-china-divorce-relationships-research.htm
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinas-gay-pride-a-mirror-to-america.html
http://www.gaystarnews.com/article/parents-gay-china-launch-free-anonymous-national-helpline
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLYRuGS
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinese-parents-of-gay-kids-demand-anti-discrimination-laws.html#ixzz1qwLYRuGS
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China’s Gay Pride A Mirror For America? 
by Steve Williams 

June 10, 2009 

5:30 am 
 

 
 

This week China is celebrating its very first Gay Pride event in Shanghai, a Pride festival that has 

been a long time coming and has stalled at the gate more than once when local authorities closed 

down previous attempts at a Pride Event and prosecuted those involved with charges of 

hooliganism. Surprisingly, China’s first Pride Event illuminates interesting parallels with America’s 

own attitude to homosexuality. 

The newspaper China Daily is calling the event one of “profound significance” and a “showcase of 

the country’s social progress”. There will be club events, film screenings and art shows as well 

as, notably, panel discussions on the topic of homosexuality where professors from local 

universities will discuss and debate the history and relevance of China’s LGBT community and 

their contribution to society. 

- Continued - 
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However, there will not be a Pride parade, with lawyers warning it would be a step too far, but the 

significance of the festival itself should not be diminished, and the scale of the events taking place 

within private establishments throughout Shanghai is a very real achievement. The very fact that 

a mainstream paper would endorse the event so heartily with a front page piece on Gay Pride is a 

testament to that progress. 

China’s approach to homosexuality has always been a complicated one. Homosexuality is not 

illegal in China. It was accredited as a mental illness until 2001 but was not legislated against 

specifically (sodomy was decriminalized in 1997, but same-sex adoption is banned) and can 

largely be explained by the American military policy which allows homosexuals to serve in the 

military so long as they do not disclose their sexuality: Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.  

Actively condemning homosexuality isn’t often seen in China, but promoting it as a viable and 

normal way of life is even more rare. The authorities maintain silence and allow the lower 

echelons of their law enforcement to deal with any incidents of “promotion”, as they did with 

attempts at previous Pride events. 

A prime example of this could be seen during the 2008 Beijing Olympics. Anyone who follows gay 

rights or gay culture will immediately be aware of a young man named Matthew Mitcham. 

Matthew Mitcham is an Australian diver who went to the Beijing Olympics knowing that the 

Chinese team was exceptionally strong– throughout the run-up to Beijing they had been dominant 

in various qualifying events, to the point of seeming unbeatable. Needless to say, they were 

heroes in China.  

During the final 10 meter platform diving event in Beijing, and at the last possible opportunity, 

Mitcham performed an immense final dive, achieving a score of 4 perfect tens and therein taking 

gold from China’s diver Luxin Zhou. Matthew Mitcham was just twenty years old at the time. He’s 

also gay. During his celebrations he ran to his partner in the stands and hugged him, and, 

throughout various press shots and interviews, often made references to his boyfriend Lachlan.  

China’s news coverage of the event notably omitted all references to Mitcham’s homosexuality. It 

should also be cited that NBC did a similar thing, choosing not to show Mitcham hugging his 

partner, nor broadcasting statements where Mitcham made reference to Lachlan and his 

importance, in spite of covering the family members of other Gold medalists extensively. 

- Continued - 
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As the aforementioned news article notes, what is represented in Shanghai is a moment of 

progress for China’s urban LGBT’s, but in rural areas, many people still perceive homosexuality 

as a mental disorder. 

In film, censors in China are still quick to restrict gay cinema and homosexuality as a theme, most 

infamously banning Ang Lee’s adaptation of the Annie Proulx short story Brokeback Mountain 

(some cinemas in the US also refused to show the picture). Director Lou Ye, who has been 

banned by Chinese authorities from making film for five years, has also brought a new glimpse of 

gay life in China to this years film festivals in spite of restrictions imposed upon him. 

Interestingly, although gay marriage petitions to the Chinese government have never been 

approved, marriage in China has not been defined as being between one man and one woman 

unlike in the U.S.A – gay rights groups point to the fact that China does not legislate against 

homosexuals as a positive sign, clearly indicating the possibility of change and that gay friendly 

reform is achievable. 

So what does Gay Pride mean in China? To China’s gay community, it’s more than just a 

celebration of diversity. It is an expression of change, of a nation gradually opening up and letting 

the rest of the world in, as well as letting its citizens stand in the sun for who and what they are. 

And what does China’s growing acceptance of Gay Pride mean to the U.S. and the Western 

World? Surely it is a wake-up call overturn restrictive legislature like the Defense of Marriages 

Act and Proposition 8 and a reminder that we are, essentially, one global community seeking 

equality. 

*Update: Since yesterday, news has reached us that two events including a film screening have 

been prohibited due to officials warning of “severe consequences” should they go ahead. Other 

Pride events have been allowed to continue unrestricted, leaving the organizers frustrated at a 

lack of consistency. The exact reason for the intervention is unknown. More details to come as 

we get them. 

Photo used under the Creative Commons Attribution License, with thanks to CitizenoftheWorld. 

Read more: http://www.care2.com/causes/chinas-gay-pride-a-mirror-to-
america.html#ixzz1qwNWYDaO 
 
 

 

  

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/showbiz/2009-06/10/content_8267346.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/showbiz/2009-06/10/content_8267346.htm
http://gaylife.about.com/od/world/a/chinachinesein.htm
http://gaylife.about.com/od/world/a/chinachinesein.htm
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/148941149
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/148941149
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/571016902
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8093695.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8093695.stm
http://www.flickr.com/photos/worldcitizen/
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinas-gay-pride-a-mirror-to-america.html#ixzz1qwNWYDaO
http://www.care2.com/causes/chinas-gay-pride-a-mirror-to-america.html#ixzz1qwNWYDaO
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‘Loving Parents of LGBT Taiwan’ 
by Steve Williams 
August 2, 2011 
12:59 pm 

 

 
 

A group of parents dedicated to ensuring their LGBT children grow up free of discrimination and 

bullying has officially formed in Taiwan. 

The group, called Loving Parents of LGBT Taiwan, announced its formation at a July 8 press 

conference and immediately called on the government to ensure LGBTs receive equal rights. 

From the Taipei Times: 

“Gays are just like everyone else, they have parents, like us, and they, as well as their parents, 

pay taxes just like every citizen of this country so they should enjoy the same rights as everybody 

else,”� said the group’s convener, who was identified only as Mrs Kuo, at a news conference at 

the Legislative Yuan to announce the group’s founding. 

“The kids don’t get to choose whether they are gay, bi, or straight. It is not a choice because they 

are born that way, and 10 percent of all people could be gay,” she said. 

- Continued - 
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Kuo said that as a parent, she feels that insults to gay people are insults to their parents as well, 

adding that well-structured sexual equality education was the key to ending discrimination. 

One of the key missions for Loving Parents of LGBT Taiwan is to help parents of LGBT children 

communicate with their kids, something they say can only be achieved with early education on 

LGBT topics both at home and in schools. That is why Loving Parents of LGBT Taiwan has 

strongly supported government changes to the curriculum that, from the next semester, will see 

age-appropriate LGBT issues introduced into school lessons from elementary school age. 

From the China Times: 

The Ministry of Education (MOE) announced earlier this year that from September, issues 

concerning homosexuality will be introduced into the school curriculum at elementary and junior 

high school level. The policy drew mixed reactions, with conservative groups saying it was an 

inappropriate subject for students at that level, while others welcomed it as a step in the right 

direction. 

“This is our only hope,” said a mother surnamed Kuo, a member of a newly established 

association for parents with gay children called Loving Parents of LGBT children. “There is 

nothing wrong with them and they don’t need to change,” said Kuo, relating that her child was 

called a “pervert” in fifth grade. Kuo said that if 10% of the total population is LGBT, there are 2.3 

million Taiwanese with different voices that need to be heard. 

Loving Parents of LGBT Taiwan is thought to be Asia’s first parent led LGBT rights group. The 

group also places a focus on gender equality in education because, they say, “that is the 

beginning of understanding and respect.” 

Read more: http://www.care2.com/causes/loving-parents-of-lgbt-taiwan-
forms.html#ixzz1qwMy1xLB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?cid=1104&MainCatID=&id=20110709000047
http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?hl=en&sl=zh-TW&u=http://sites.google.com/site/parentsoflgbt/&ei=Ya43Tr_WE4qe-Qb71ZDEAg&sa=X&oi=translate&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDUQ7gEwAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLoving%2BParents%2Bof%2BLGBT,%2BTaiwan,%26hl%3Den%26biw%3D1920%26bih%3D955%26prmd%3Divns
http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?hl=en&sl=zh-TW&u=http://sites.google.com/site/parentsoflgbt/&ei=Ya43Tr_WE4qe-Qb71ZDEAg&sa=X&oi=translate&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDUQ7gEwAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLoving%2BParents%2Bof%2BLGBT,%2BTaiwan,%26hl%3Den%26biw%3D1920%26bih%3D955%26prmd%3Divns
http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?hl=en&sl=zh-TW&u=http://sites.google.com/site/parentsoflgbt/&ei=Ya43Tr_WE4qe-Qb71ZDEAg&sa=X&oi=translate&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDUQ7gEwAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3DLoving%2BParents%2Bof%2BLGBT,%2BTaiwan,%26hl%3Den%26biw%3D1920%26bih%3D955%26prmd%3Divns
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South Korean actor throws open closet door 
After a brutal reaction to his coming out, Hong Seok-cheon decided to fight back. 
Slowly, especially from the young, he and other gays gained more acceptance. 

 
Hong Seok-cheon, 41, is an out-of-the-closet gay man who has spoken about what it’s like to be a pariah in a 
conservative society where 77% of South Koreans in one poll said they believed that “homosexuality should be 
rejected.” Hong says he is now finding a measure of acceptance. (Matt Douma, For The Times / March 5, 2012) 
 

By John M. Glionna, Los Angeles Times 

March 5, 2012, 4:51 p.m. 

Reporting from Seoul—  
Hong Seok-cheon stands beaming before an adoring studio audience. It's a place he has 
always felt at home — basking in the celebrity spotlight. 
 

- Continued - 
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For years, the veteran actor has been an instantly recognizable media personality here, 
famous as the onetime host of a children's show that was South Korea's version of "Sesame 
Street" and costar of a popular 1990s sitcom. 
 
But on this Saturday afternoon, the slender 41-year-old with the signature shaved head is 
playing himself, an out-of-the-closet gay man talking about what it's like to be a pariah in a 
conservative society where 77% of Koreans in one poll said they believed "homosexuality 
should be rejected." 
 
Hong is the featured guest on a cable TV show called the "Star Lecture Series," making 
history, he says, as the first gay man to discuss sex and sexual orientation on-air in South 
Korea. 
 
The room is edgily silent as he paces the stage, microphone in hand, before an under-25 
audience, many of whose members still live at home with their parents. 
 
"Older Koreans will ask me, 'If you're gay, why don't you dress like a woman?' And I tell 
them: 'Because I'm a man. I just happen to be attracted to other men,' " Hong says as viewers 
snap his picture with their cellphone cameras. 
 
"In South Korea, we're led to believe that gay sex is dangerous, alien and dirty. For so many 
years, I've been treated as an outcast in my own country. I'm just so happy to be here today, 
talking openly about who I really am." 
 
The audience applauds and Hong is near tears, grateful for the acceptance that for years he 
thought would never come. 
 
hen Hong came out in 2000, the reaction was swift and brutal: Within 24 hours, the network 
summarily fired him from his jobs as a regular guest on several talk shows and slapstick host 
of the children's show "Po Po Po." 
 
No one would take his calls. Hong says he received so many death threats he shut himself up 
at home and began drinking heavily and contemplating suicide. Previously a nonsmoker, he 
began going through three packs a day. 
 
"I knew my career was over," he said. "It was like somebody suddenly dropped a bomb on 
everything I had worked so hard for. One day it was there, and the next it was gone." 

 
- Continued - 
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Looking back, Hong says he should have seen the reaction coming. South Korea's 
conservative combination of Confucianism — which puts a premium on marriage and 
childbirth — and a strong Protestant ethic makes tolerance for gays and lesbians incredibly 
rare, he says. 
 
Even today, many older South Koreans refuse to acknowledge that homosexuality exists in 
the family-friendly nation. But the Internet is slowly changing things. Some young Koreans 
are cautiously rebelling against their parents' views and a society not given to acceptance of 
dissonant sexual orientation. 
 
Quietly, gay bars are appearing. Still, even if rainbow flags have begun to fly here, many 
participants at gay and lesbian pride rallies wear masks to avoid identification. 
 
While on the nation's entertainment blacklist, Hong opened the first of several now-popular 
restaurants in an attempt to start anew. But people didn't make it easy. For a while, he said, 
many came in not to eat, but to shout insults at him. 
 
"They'd walk into my restaurant and see me and loudly announce, 'I didn't know this was a 
gay restaurant,' " he said. "Or groups of men would get drunk and start yelling, 
'Homosexual!' " 
 
But then, as younger South Koreans slowly began to accept gay culture, opportunities arose. 
Although no celebrity has yet to follow Hong out of the closet and most other gays and 
lesbians prefer to remain under the social radar, gay characters are appearing on TV and in 
film here. 
 
One day, Hong hopes, younger South Koreans, as they become tomorrow's CEOs, will 
encourage gay employees in mainstream businesses. 
 
Gay activists here say Hong plays a crucial educational role. "Before he took his big step, 
many people here didn't even know what 'coming out' meant," said Lee Jong-geol, general 
director of Chingusai, a gay men's rights group. 
 
Hong is mystified by his life's turnaround. 
 
"I never expected this," he said before the TV lecture. "At one point, I thought I was going to 
have to leave the country. Now I'm on TV just being me. I'm nervous. It's a dream come 
true." 
 
 

- Continued - 
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Before Hong came out on national television, he had been wrestling with the idea for years. 
The only people who knew were a few friends and fellow students in his college acting class, 
to whom he divulged his secret after his instructor warned that he'd never succeed unless he 
was able to get in touch with his inner self. 
 
Hong had played a character with a fuzzy sexual orientation in the since-canceled sitcom 
"Three Men, Three Women," and in 2000 a talk-show host asked if he preferred men in real 
life. Hong took a deep breath and responded: Yes. 
 
Cut! The producers halted taping and dropped the segment, worried about the danger to 
Hong's career. He was soon contacted by a magazine that had heard about the studio 
episode. Hong consented to an interview and then told his manager and parents. His mother 
and father cried. Stone-faced, his manager said Hong was committing professional suicide. 
 
He was right. The work dried up overnight. Under attack from all sides, Hong considered 
leaving South Korea. Then he decided to fight back. "If I think I'm right, even though other 
people are against something, I get upset," he said. "And I fight." 
 
After the soul-crushing response to his revelation, Hong acknowledges, he got lucky. In 
2003, a young scriptwriter had a vision for taking on South Korea's abhorrence of 
homosexuality, introducing a gay sitcom character who faced complex social issues when he 
came out to family and friends. 
 
What better person than Hong to play the character in that show, "Perfect Love"? After some 
behind-the-scenes wrangling, the show was approved for broadcast. Hong returned to the set 
and the show was a hit. Many young viewers liked the complexity of his character. Hong was 
back. 
 
"That show saved my life," Hong said. "In Korean culture, there is strong pushback to any 
new idea, such as an out gay man, but once in a while cooler heads prevail." 
 
Now he wants to stage a play about two best friends, one straight and one gay, and is 
planning a new TV show featuring a transgender character. He has also expanded his 
restaurant empire to include five eateries, saying it's important to show South Korea's older 
generation that a gay man can be a successful businessman. 
 
 

- Continued - 
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He feels more comfortable in his personal life too. At this point he's dating, but has already 
been in several long-term relationships. Feeling the need to play a father figure in real life, 
Hong is also helping his divorced older sister raise her two young children. "They don't call 
me 'Dad,' " he said, laughing. "I'm just fine with 'Uncle.' " 
 
But Hong's war for sexual equality is far from over. Last year, a group of South Korean 
mothers criticized the "glamorized" portrayal of gays in a sitcom called "Life Is Beautiful," 
which features a male couple. "If my son becomes gay and dies from AIDS after watching 
'Life Is Beautiful,' [the network] must take responsibility!" they wrote in a protest letter. 
 
Hong responded with his own public letter insisting that the show was realistic. He believes 
attitudes such as the mothers' have kept too many people in the closet, leading several gay 
friends to commit suicide. 
 
"If there really is a son out there who becomes gay after watching the drama, it is not because 
he became gay but because he actually was gay and finally gained enough confidence to come 
out," he wrote. "It could be the drama that gave him that strength to come out to his parents 
and ask for understanding." 
 
At the taping of the recent TV lecture, Hong made fun of narrow thinking about his sexual 
orientation. "Homosexuality is not contagious," he told the young crowd. "If you spend two 
hours with me here, you're not going to turn gay." 
 
But Hong still has one important person to win over: his mother. She recently called to say he 
was in her prayers. He really could marry a nice Korean girl if he'd only try. Everyone, she 
said, can change. 
 
In fact, Hong said, one day he would like to walk down the aisle. But he sighed, conceding 
that gay marriage in South Korea is a distant dream. 
 
"Not in my lifetime," he said. 
 
john.glionna@latimes.com 

Copyright © 2012, Los Angeles Times 
 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-south-korea-gay-activist-

20120306,0,6884637,full.story 
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‘Gay wives’ face legal limbo 

March 8 2012 at 01:29pm  

 

 
Reuters 

Beijing - In the eight years since Tianlei told his parents he was gay, they've put relentless 

pressure on him to act straight and marry. 

“My parents push me to deceive a girl into marrying me,” said Tianlei, a 28-year-old company 

manager in the southern Chinese province of Yunnan, using a nickname. 

“They just want a grandson to save face in front of others and don't care how she would 

suffer... I would rather die than do it.” 

But in China, a great many men give in to the pressure. 

An estimated 10 million Chinese women are married to gay men, according to retired 

Qingdao University professor Zhang Beichuan, often trapping wives in unhappy unions they 

can't easily leave due to Chinese law and social stigma. 

Zhang estimates that 80 to 90 percent of gay men in China intend to marry or have married, 

citing a survey of more than 1 500 Chinese gay men. 

Such marital arrangements occur in many societies, especially where traditional customs 

prevail, but China's Confucian tradition coupled with its one-child policy have increased 

pressure on gays to conform to heterosexual norms. 
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“Having no progeny is considered in the traditional Chinese culture the worst kind of unfilial 

conduct,” said Zhang. “And under China's one-child policy, the only son is under even 

greater pressure from his parents who want a grandson.” 

For Fang Fang, a 46-year-old woman living in eastern China, her unwitting marriage to a gay 

man led to a lifetime of misery. 

Twenty-six years after she spent her wedding night alone, she finally came to realise that her 

husband was gay, and she was “a movie prop used to complete his straight-man disguise”. 

“He took advantage of my naivety and weak personality, set up a string of traps and lured me 

in,” said Fang, who would not give her real name to protect her privacy. 

Like many Chinese gays of his generation, Fang's husband, born in the late 1950s, found his 

sexual orientation humiliating and wanted to become a “normal” man by marrying a woman 

and, more importantly, having a child to carry his family name. 

Breaking free of such marriages is not easy in China. 

Divorce is rapidly rising but is still considered shameful, especially for women. Chinese law is 

vague on the issue and offers little help to women who might have difficulty proving their 

husbands are in homosexual relationships and thus can't seek recourse in divorce. 

“Homosexuality is never seriously discussed in China's legislatures - the government just 

wants to avoid talking about it,” said a lawyer surnamed Liu who was previously married to a 

gay man. 

The Chinese government largely ignores homosexuals, but some social scientists say a lack 

of sex education in schools contributes to hostile social attitudes towards gays. 

Even when divorce is an option, the stigma of once having been married to a gay man 

haunts many former wives. 

“When I told guys I dated that my ex-husband was gay, some of them immediately worried 

that I was an HIV carrier, since that's the image attached to gays in Chinese minds,” said 

Xiao Yao, the founder of a website named “Tongqijiayuan” (Gay wives' family). 

- Continued - 
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After discovering in 2007 that her newly married husband was gay, Xiao launched a 

desperate search on the Internet for information about women facing predicaments like her 

own, but her search proved futile. 

 

She divorced her husband a year later following several incidents of domestic violence and 

poured all her savings into building and running the website, where members seek help from 

each other, psychologists and law professionals. 

Many of the website's younger and educated members are talking about seeking legal 

protections. 

But any legal reforms, while welcome, will come too late for those like Fang Fang, who 

carries emotional scars. 

“I respect gays as any another human beings and understand their pains,” she said, still 

moved to tears after so many years. “But I also want them to see how much pain their wives 

suffer, so that gay men won't rashly marry a woman any more.” - Reuters 

http://www.iol.co.za/news/world/gay-wives-face-legal-limbo-1.1252115 
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President  Mark Gerardy   
Vice-President Mark Okamoto  
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Key Contributors: 
Advisor and Founder  Brian Penick 
Movie Night Coordinator Alan Esler 
Musicians   Greg Peticolas 
  
 
 
 

telephone:  303-646-2442 
e-mail:  afdenver.net@gmail.com 
website:  http://afdenver.net 
Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Asians-and-Friends-Denver/142778205738833 
  
 

 
 

Asians and Friends Denver endeavors to create a happy environment for our members, 
friends and guests where everyone can meet in friendship, respect, build bridges between 

cultures and have fun. 
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